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Sarah Carpenter, 8, a second-
grader from Delaware,
demonstrates how her

Shopping Cart Assistant tracks
spending at the grocery story

for judge Faye Oney of
Columbus.
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Kwadwo Bonsu, a sixth-grader at Heritage Middle School in
Westerville, thinks he has developed a battery that never loses its

juice.

"It's just a prototype," he explained of the Perpetual Battery, his entry
in the 2011 Central Ohio Invention Convention, held yesterday at

COSI Columbus. "If I could get the materials, I think I could make it
work."

Kwadwo, 12, was one of 344 children in kindergarten through eighth
grade in the young inventors' competition. Children from 21 school

districts and seven counties participated in the event.

The competition was much more than a collection of school science
projects, said Cherylyn Rushton, executive director of the Invention
Convention program. She said three competitors this year already

had applied for provisional patents for their inventions.

"The part I like the best is this event repositions young people as
problem-solvers and as effective speakers," Rushton said. "They are

producing valid, marketable ideas that are sellable. It's inspiring."



 | 

Westerville sixth-grader
Kwadwo Bonsu, 12, hopes to
get the materials to make his

battery a reality.

 | 

Columbus fifth-grader Cindy
Mullins, 11, says her

Drappbrella keeps you dry even
when the wind blows.

Kira Benson, a 12-year-old from Ostrander who is home-schooled,
has applied for two provisional patents for her inventions. One is for
her entry this year, a program that would allow parents to monitor the

songs their children are downloading onto their iPods.

The other is for a vacuum attachment used to pick toys and small
objects off the floor - an entry that she said won her a first-place prize

two years ago.

Kira said her next step is to approach Apple, which makes the iPod,
and other electronics companies with her song-monitoring idea. She'll

also shop her vacuum attachment.

"I definitely want to get it into the App Store," she said of her latest
creation. "I'd like to make royalties off of my inventions."

Inventors are charged with identifying problems and creating gadgets
that could solve them.

Max Draper, a 10-year-old at Schultz Elementary in Delaware, tried to
solve the cumbersome process of having to put on his socks and

shoes to fetch the mail.

He invented the Shoock, a tube sock with a sandal sole attached to its bottom that's easy to slide on and
off for menial chores.

"My main goal was to make something that provided the protection of a shoe with the feel of a sock,"
Max said, smiling proudly.

Chase Meade and Kaleb Jarrett, 12-year-olds attending Liberty Middle School in Newark, created an
alarm system that notifies home dwellers when their mail has been delivered.

They said their invention would keep people, especially seniors and families with long driveways, from
having to make a trip to an empty mailbox.

 

Many previous entrants were featured on The Ellen DeGeneres Show, said Jerrie West Strickling, the
convention's promotions manager. Ellen producers have been in contact for future guests from this

year's competition.
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