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Ingenuity beyond their young years
Student inventors create solutions to life's hassle s
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A dog washing Kkit,
a no-spill watering
can and a sturd

recycllng Sac%yan Penny of Western Intermediate
were JU_St S€Veraschool used a roller skate wheel
of the inventionsconnected to a standard letter opener
showcased b)}o create his Wicked Slip Grip Tape
Bellefontaine CityCutter to cut away abrasive tape from a

skateboard.
Schools' students

at WednesdayFXAMINER PHOTOS | DOUG LOEHR

afternoon's
Invention Convention.

Sara Stahler, convention coordinator, said apprateiy 45 students in
grades 3-7 entered projects in the second anneat.ev

The inventors were vying for nine spots at thelfieael of competition at
the Miami Valley Regional Invention Convention, whethey have the
opportunity to win college tuition trusts and sagsrbonds.

Working under the guidance of their classroom teeghparents and Mrs.
Stahler since October, students identified probléhey wanted to solve,
and then invented solutions with prototype devices.

"When the students brought their ideas to me, | abasys like, 'Wow, why
didn't | think of that — | could have a patent bgwn" Mrs. Stahler said
with a smile.

While waiting for the judges, Hannah Clayton, a Was Intermediate
fourth-grader, demonstrated her invention, "Blink®acon," a device that
lights up a large red light outside if someonesc@Hl-1.

"This helps police, ambulance and fire trucks tsilgdind your house in an
emergency," said Hannah, a competition finaligtal$o lets your neighbors
know if you have an emergency."

She said the device could be placed on a mailb@n@nother post outside,
so that it also lights up the person's house number

Hannah, who enjoyed working on the project with eohelp from her
father, said her favorite part was "soldering thees/ together" on the
device.
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Ryan Penny, also a competition finalist, createdck&d Slip Grip Tape
Cutter," an invention that will help him and hisagé-boarder friends.

He said that his friends are not allowed to usazar blade to cut slip grip
tape for their skateboards. So the Western Inteatedfourth-grader
connected a letter opener to a skateboard wheeltdate a safe cutting
device that "glides smoothly along the tape."

Morgan Badenhop, a Bellefontaine Middle Schoollsitader who created
"Soil Pot Saver,” was excited to find out that skl compete at the
regional competition again this year.

"It was just amazing," she said of last year's Migaley event. "They (the
other inventors) made things | never thought oblef

"While looking at the projects, | kept saying Thais a brilliant idea.
Inventing finalists

The following students were chosen as finalists ailtl compete at the
Miami Valley Regional Invention Convention on Mar8hat Wright State
University:

— Tara Neer, grade 3, Pet Drinker with Motion Dé&tec

— Bryce Ray, grade 4, Glow in the Dark Football

— Hannah Clayton, grade 4, Blinkin' Beacon

— Ryan Penny, grade 4, Wicked Slip Grip Tape Cutter

— Connor Oppy and Jake Watkins, grade 4, The Baupidlla

— Morgan Turner, grade 5, Ziploc Chip Bag

— Madison Butler and Mackenzie Brunswick, grad@tae Cord Pocket
— Marcy Sebring, grade 5, Quiet Zone

— Morgan Badenhop, grade 6, Soil Saver Pot

Western Intermediate School student

Hannah Clayton invented an The Glow In The Dark football was
emergency alert device called a created by Bryce Ray and he
Blinking Beacon, which she demonstrated it Wednesday during the
demonstrated Wednesday during the Invention Convention

Invention Convention at Bellefontaine

High School.
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Sarah Vetorino, left, A Western
Intermediate School student,
demonstrates her no-spill watering
container invention Wednesday to
judges Lisa Guenther, center, and Amy
Cassady during the Invention
Convention in Bellefontaine High
School.
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