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“Hey, I've got a great idea...”
as students create inventions

April Miller, a ninth grader at Parma High SchoaldaJustin Molnar, a ninth grader
at Normandy High School, were among a mixture of0Q0 students, school board
members and school administrators gathered at that& Columbus Convention Center
last month for the annual Ohio School Board AsdamiaCapital Conference and Trade
Show.
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The Parma students were there to talk about thedergences with the 2007
Cleveland Invention Convention, a middle schoolesce program which motivates
students to become problem solvers while havingafang the way.

Introduced to Ohio in 1997, the Invention Convemtgyrogram differs from a typical
science fair in that the focus is on the solutioreveryday problems faced by everyday
people.

April said the program “was a lot of fun and I'madl| chose to take part in it.
Several of my friends and | decided to sign up amdall invented some pretty neat
things.”

The winner of a savings bond for her “E-Z Haul T&ystem,” April described her
labor-saving device.

“It consisted of a standard blue tarp with wood&d<2sewn into the side,” she said.
“It also had handles that could be carried by eitire or two people. The system makes
life easier because when the user applies pressihe 2x4, it helps them to effectively
rake leaves without the wind blowing the tarp awaythe rake snagging on the end of
the tarp causing leaves to be swept underneathryi@gthe tarp, normally a two person
job, turns into something that could easily be dop®ne person.”

Justin’s “Self-Extinguishing Candle” earned him allege scholarship award and
respect from the judges for the sensibility of ildisa. During an interview done for the
PACT Network on Cox Channel 74, he talked abouides.

“The wicks are staggered in layers so that whenlaper burns down the wick, it
will expose the other wick but will not ignite it8aid Justin. “Therefore, if you
accidentally left a candle burning while you weveag from home, it would pretty much
extinguish itself.”

Making its Cleveland debut at the Great Lakes S@eDenter in 2007, the Invention
Convention was wellsupported by the Parma City School District. 5aals were
presented to Parma
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Student Inventions win Scholarships

participants and the event culminated with threeets from Greenbriar Middle School
in Parma sharing the grand prize of a $2,500 celsholarship.

Justin Bacon, Amy Butterfield and Brittany Hertedgncollaborated on the award-
winning “Pick-a-Stick of Paste” in order to bringngw dimension to dental hygiene.
Their tooth-cleaning creation comes in differeat/firs and was an idea that took its time
to gel.

“For our first attempt, we had Amy try to brush heeth with it,” said Brittany, “and
it wouldn’t even break apart. For our final recthat we used at the competition, we had
Amy and her family use it every day for a week.”

As the grand prize winner, the trio is afforded thgportunity to explore further
development of their idea to determine its viapilis a marketable patented product.

Other winners from Parma included the Tangler Elator from Shiloh student Joe
Banker, the Desuffocater from Hillside student Mi8&aky, the Klemm Tool Tether
from Shiloh student Amanda Klemm and the Pencitl&000 from Hillside students
Kyle Karcher, Joe Kovacs and Michael Morrow.

April, Justin and the Invention Convention projécim Parma were featured in the
OSBA Student Achievement Fair as an exemplary anadgrogram.

Experience at a young age is valuable and Aprihdsuike she appreciated every bit
of this adventure.

“I am proud to say that | participated in the Intten Convention,” said April. “It
taught me a lot about the process that inventorthigugh. It was also great to come to
the Student Achievement Fair, hang out in Colunfbus day with my dad and see what
the state capitol looks like. This is just thediof thing that kids need. We are the future
of America and it's so awesome to see that these imiuch potential.”



